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remain in different places on the continent of
Europe, some being still in use. The Pont
du Grard in the south of France, fourteen
miles from Nimes, is still nearly perfect, and
is a grand monument of the Roman occupa-
tion of that country. The ancient aqueducts
were constructed of stone or brick, sometimes
tunneled through hills and carried over val-
leys and rivers on arches. The Pont du Gard
is built of great blocks of stone; its height is
160 feet, anc the length of the highest arcade
is 882 feet. The aqueduct at Segovia, orig-
inally built by the Romans, has in some
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ROMAN AQUEDUCT, NEAR NIMES,
FRANCE
parts two tiers of arcades 100 feet high, is
2;921 feet in length, and is one of the most
admired works of antiquity. One of the most
remarkable aqueducts of modern times is
that constructed by Louis XIV for conveying
the waters of the Euro to Versailles. The
aqueduct of Marseilles, forty miles in length,
is also a remarkable structure,
The extensive application of metal pipes
has rendered the construction of aqueducts of
the old type unnecessary; but what may be
called aqueduct bridges are still frequently
constructed in connection with waterworks
for the supply of towns. Where canals exist,
canal aqueducts are common, since the water
in a canal must be kept on a level. In the
United States there are several notable aque-
ducts. The old and new Croton aqueducts,
which help supply New York City with water,
are described under the heading crotok
aqueduct. A more ambitious project is the
great Catskill Aqueduct, begun in 1906 and
formally dedicated in the fall of 1917. The
aqueduct proper is ninety-two miles long, but
there are thirty-four additional miles of
branch lines in New York City, The system.
started with a capacity of 250,000,000
 gallons per day, but   this was subsequently
increased to 500,000,000 gallons.
A vast aqueduct has been constructed in
Southern California, which takes rank as
one of the greatest enterprises of its kind
in history. It brings water from the Colo-
rada River to the Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict of Southern California, which includes
Los Angeles and vicinity. The intake is at
Parker Dam, and the terminus is the reser-
voir at Riverside. The project included 91
miles of 16-foot tunnel driven through hard
rock mountains, and the balance through
the open desert country, for a total length
of 241 miles. The cost was $220,000,000.
AQUINAS, akwi'nahs, saikt thomas
(1227-1274), a celebrated divine, who taught
at Cologne, Rome, Bologna and Pisa. His
pupils called him "The Angelic Doctor."
The most important of his numerous works,
which were all written in Latin, is the Summa
Theologiae, the standard authority on the
doctrines of the Roman Church. Aquinas
was canonized by John XXII in 1323.
file_1.wmf

file_2.wmf


A'BIA, a great peninsula
in the southwestern part
of Asia, having an area
of 1,000,000 square miles,
and   a   population   of
about 7,000,000.    In   its
general features  Arabia
resembles the Sahara, for
it  consists of a central
table-land surrounded by
a series of deserts with
scattered oases.    Around
this region there Is a line
of mountains parallel to
and   approaching ^ t h e
coasts.   A narrow rim of
low ground lies between
the  mountains   and  the
sea.   Arabia is renowned
in history as the cradle of one of the world's
great religions, Mohammedanism, and as the
home of a people who in times past contrib-
uted much to the advancement of chemistry,
astronomy, mathematics and geography. Its
inhabitants to-day are united in their re-
ligion, for nearly all are Mohammedans, but
politically there is no central government.
At the outbreak of the World War Turkey
controlled the west coast and part of the
east coast; Oman, in the extreme southeast,
was an independent country under British,
influence; Aden, a city and district in the

